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Proposal of Tennis Ball Recycling and R & D of High Quality “ECO Ball”
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This paper discussed the proposal of tennis ball recycling required by environmental problem and introduced
research and development of high quality recycled ball named “ECO Ball”. Furthermore, it showed the effect of felt
called Melton on the spin behavior and the ball control by comparison between a tennis ball and a smooth surface ball
without felt. It also discussed the characteristics of used balls with variety of felt composed of wool and nylon and its

relation to the variety of court surfaces.
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Fig.1 Reuse.-of th used tennis ball for the leg of the chair or a
desk as a cushion at elementary and junior high schools
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Fig.2 Tennis ball (right) and a smooth surface ball without felt
(left).
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Fig.3 Top-Spin performance of a pro tennis player with a tennis ball. There does not seem to be ball vibrations after impact .
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Fig.4 Top-Spin performance of a pro tennis player with a smooth surface ball without felt. There seems to be ball vibrations after impact.
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Fig.5 Top-Spin performance of a pro tennis player vs. tennis ball and smooth surface ball without felt with average and standard errors.
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(a) Tennis ball with felt hit by top spin, 5th trial, No.23~33
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(b) Smooth surface ball without felt hit by top spin, 5th trial, No.37~42
Fig.6 Top-Spin ball behaviors by a pro tennis player with tennis ball and with smooth surface ball
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(a) Smooth surface ball without felt
Fig.7 Spin Behavior of tennis ball and smooth surface ball without felt by flow visualization. Ball velocity: 30m/ s, Spin rate: 3500rpm (Top
spin)
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Fig.8 Development of ECOball that utilize used balls.



Fig.9 How a Eco Ball is made from a used ball
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Fig.11 Practice test on eco balls that utilize used balls.
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Flg.11 A ball next to 0.22 grams of fuzz. Some balls lost four to
five times that much fuzz. (Courtesy of Rod Cross and
Crawford Lindsey®)
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